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RCPCRT OF T CIVIL ACRQLAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an Acciuent Involwvang Lireraft
Duling & Local Imswruction Flight

Instructor Van Vxlkinson and has student, Thomas . Kasil, were
fatally injured in an accident which oceurred approximately 6% miles
east of Everett Fiela, locraead, fssissippi, about 3:00 p.ri. on
October 2o, 1943. 7'ilkinson held o cormercial pilct certaf:cate with
single-engine land, 1i0-330 h.p., end 1l.ght instructor ratings. He had
flovm approxinately 255 solo hours, 7& of wailch were in tnn type plare
nvolvec, Eastl, a War Training Scrvice trainee enrolled in tle second-
arvy cours., held a stutent prlot certifacate. The aircraft, a iaco INF,
NC 14082, owmed by the Defense Plant Cormoration and Leing operated by
the Creecnwocd Flying Service, was demolishea.

Wilkinson rd Kasll vcox olff Ircm Dverett Fisld about 2:20 p.me on
a routine instruction tlight. OShortly tacreafter they were cbserved in
the vicain."y of Tvia Brna, Iiississippil, approxinately 7 miles east of
Everett, evecuting var.ous gcrobhztic maneuvers a. an altitude estuiated
to have been around 2000 feet., Lbout 3:00 p.m. threc vwitnesses, worlking
in different r2elds, approximately one-fourth to three-qrarters of a
mile from the scene of Lhe zccident, observed the plane dive to thc
ground from an 2ltitude of aboat 500 Zect,

Exazraration of the wreckage rcovealod no evidence of fallwe of any
part of the arrcralft prior to inpact. However, it 1ras so corpletely
demolisherd that 1attlz could be delerminca irom 1ts condition  Tne tail
suriaces "erc the lcast damaged -na the clevator and rudder couald be
meved frecly, The stabilizer vvas only slightly distortea, apparcatly
from tie force of impact, ond 1ts adjusiment recrarism was in place and
set £t apnroxXimately level 1light position. Albthough tire witnesses
neticed black smoke 1ssuing from tne plane, there was no indication an

the wreckage thal firc or an explosion haa occarrcd. One of the 1itnesses

stated that the planc, while flying at an altitude of zbout 500 feet,
aived from level flaght for about 200 feut, zoc.ied back up and that as it
levelea off for en instant, ne ncard a loud noise, descr.bed as being
"loucer tnan a backfire" ana stated that he "saw a big puff of black
smoke come from the plane." The aircraft, he said, then nosed down and
dived to the ground 11lh power on, striking in a nearly verticel atta-
tudc. One of the ocrupants, a. statued, jumpea from the plane after 1t
had dropped about 100 fect, wmalce the olnor Zoft vhen the carcraft wes
only aboui 60 fwuet from the around. The witnesses dic not scc any parts
of tne eircraft orcak avay bofore 1t struck tne ground, Both parachute
packs wera opsn but ncither canopy was cntairely out of vhe pack. The rip
cord of the student's chute had beon pulled bul that of the instructor
was still in the pocket, Tnesc chutos had becn packed apout tro wocks
prior te the accident by a certificated parachute rigger and indications
wers tnat they verc in good condation and opersitive. It 1s apparont that
ong, ot ccrhaps both of the occupants had jumpued from the falling plare
at an altitude too lowr to allow time for their parachutes to open befere
they struck the ground.

The probzble cause of the aceident wes loss of centrol of the axreraft’
b

for reascons not determaincd.
BY THE BCOARD

/s/ _fred La_Tooubs .
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